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Charmaine Alford & Christine Reynolds connecting with their inner Anglers at the

Deep Sea Discovery Lecture series
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NOTICES

VSAG Committee meets at 8 p.m. every 2nd Tuesday of the month
(except in January)
All Members Welcome
Bell’s Hotel, 157 Moray St, South Melbourne VIC 3205

VSAG Monthly meetings are at 8 p.m. on the
3rd TUESDAY of each month at BELL’S HOTEL
157 MORAY ST, SOUTH MELBOURNE
All are welcome to join us for a meal at 7 p.m.
before the meeting.

Tuesday Night Special — all meals $15

Facebook

Did you knOW VSAG nOW has a | s el ..‘.E - I . j Recreational ps/to
Q R R Scuba Di

Port Phillip Bay - .
Melbourne i

ving Underwater
Photography

DNEKIT ek

Facebook page? Check it out at
https://www.facebook.com/
vsag.divers and ‘Like’ us.

www.vsag.org.au

144444aaaaaaaaaaaaaa
K \VSAG Dive Equipment Box

] VSAG now has a private transient equipment box located at:

] The Scuba Doctor dive shop, 1/49 Peninsula Avenue, Rye VIC 3941.
Equipment that is not in-use by VSAG divers and boat owners can now be

] held in our black storage box. Currently: 2 x Oxygen Kits, 1 x DAN first aid

] kit, plus 1 x Boat Ramp Permit. Please use this facility responsibly. <

KKK KKKEKKKEKEKKKEKKKEEKKKKEK
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Your VSAG Committee 2014-2015

To email all VSAG committee members: committee@vsag.org.au

President / SDFV Representative
lan Scholey

0439 310 646

Vice President / SDFV Representative / Webmaster

Lloyd Borrett 14 Sheoak Rd, Frankston South VIC 3199

03 5904 9005 (H) 0418 170 044

Treasurer / Equipment Officer

Peter Galvin 6 Dawson Glen, Heathmont VIC 3135
0417 061 564

Secretary

David Geekie 145 Johnston St, Newport VIC 3015

0419 300 686

Dive Calendar Coordinator
Graham Ellis 2A View Rd, Glen Waverley VIC 3150
03 9803 0069 (H) 0403 070 920

Safety Coordinator
David Flew 18 King Sound Close, Waterways VIC 3195

0418 446 530

New Member Co-ordinator
John Lawler 7 Cloris Ave, Beaumaris VIC 3193
03 9589 4020 (H) 0414 922 916

Point Scorer

Michael Ngai 149/632 St. Kilda Rd, Melbourne VIC 3004

0414 894 684

General Committee Members
Benita McDonough 3 Tintern Crt, Frankston South VIC 3199

0419 399 000

PO Box 596, Cranbourne VIC 3977
0402 214 136

Christine Reynolds

Hannah Smeeton PO Box 123 Blairgowrie VIC 3942

0431141918

139 Overport Rd, Frankston South VIC 3199

president@vsag.org.au
ischoley@iinet.net.au

vicepresident@vsag.org.au
lloyd@borrett.id.au

treasurer@vsag.org.au
pgalvin@aul.ibm.com

secretary@vsag.org.au
dgeekie@bigpond.net.au

divecoordinator@vsag.org.au
graham_ellis@optusnet.com.au

safetycoordinator@vsag.org.au
dgfl946@gmail.com

membership@vsag.org.au
jlawler@aapt.net.au

pointscorer@vsag.org.au
ngaisl@netspace.net.au

benita@mcdonough.name

nt08002001@yahoo.com.au

hannah_smeeton@hotmail.com
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Help Rediscover Port Phillip
Bay’s Shellfish Reefs

My name is Matt Crawford and | am
conducting research as part of my
Masters Degree in Marine Science and
Management at Southern Cross Uni-
versity in conjunction with The Na-
ture Conservancy. The title of this pro-
ject is: Using participatory GIS and
oral history to rediscover lost shellfish
reefs in Port Phillip Bay.

I would like to invite you to participate
in this oral history project to help lo-
cate oyster reefs that, until recently,
occurred across a large area of Port
Phillip Bay. Your participation is im-
portant as it will inform a crucial phase
of the Port Phillip Bay Shellfish Resto-
ration Project and help contribute to
the overall improvement in the health
of the Bay.

Native flat oyster (Ostrea angasi) reefs
were once an important feature of Port
Phillip Bay, and provided similar ser-
vices to coral reefs in the tropics. Alt-
hough individual oysters can still be
found in the Bay, there has been a mas
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sive decline since European settle-
ment. Today these reefs are virtually
non-existent.

Native Flat Oyster (Ostrea angsi)
Photo by Paul Hamer

A project has now been initiated to
restore oyster reefs right across Port
Phillip Bay. It is expected that, if suc-
cessful, this project will provide new
habitats that will improve the health
and productivity of the Bay. The first
stage of this program is to determine
where these reefs used to occur. Given
your personal knowledge of the Bay,
we are asking for your help to map the
historic locations of oyster reefs.

The research involves the completion
of a survey, and participation in an
interview or workshop. You will be
asked to identify, to the best of your
ability, the locations of oyster reefs on
a printed map of the Bay or using Geo-
graphic Information Science (GIS).



You will be notified once the study
concludes, and will have the oppor-
tunity to receive a copy of the final
research paper. In addition, you will be
invited to a follow-up presentation
where the results will be discussed.

This is a voluntary exercise, however
refreshments will be provided at the
workshops. If you would like to partic-
ipate, please register your interest by
contacting me:

Researcher: Matt Crawford
m.crawford13@student.scu.edu.au

or 0431909437

Supervisor: Associate Professor Steve
Smith steve.smith@scu.edu.au
Co-supervisor: Dr Chris Gillies
chris.gillies@tns.org

Workshops will run regularly in
June and July at various locations
between Geelong, Melbourne and
the Mornington Peninsula.

| hope to see you there,
Matt Crawford <

Oyster aggregation on a boulder in
Port Phillip Bay

MEMBER OF THE
MONTH AWARD

The VSAG Member of the Month Award in February was presented to

ALAN STOREN

who generously donated 4 scuba tanks to
Club Property

| I Two tanks will be located at The Scuba Doctor and two
= tanks will be with lan Scholey in Frankston South . If you

would like to borrow a tank at any stage then please book them by sending lan an email. He
will advise availability, arrange a time for collection from his place or advise Lloyd to release

them to you at The Scuba Doctor.

*If you do borrow them, they will need to be returned, filled, within 24 hours unless

otherwise agreed.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR LATEST
PHOTO COMPETITION WINNERS

WINNER — MARCH

© lan Scholey

lan Scholey - Tassled Anglerfish

As usual, the standard was high so well done to all the other entrants.
All the photos entered can be viewed on the VSAG website:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/vsaq.divers/
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RUNNERS UP IN THE MARCH PHOTO COMPETITION

Phil Watson - Nuc

Phil Watson -
swimming Blue-ringed
Octopus taken at
Jawbone Marine
Sanctuary
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Equal 2nd - Meg Johnson - Green-eyed Cuttlefish
taken at Gili Tepekong, Bali

v i‘
8 mopt Blue DeV|I and Port Jackson Shark taken at Nortf?‘\NaII Corner
g
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lan Scholey - Cat Shark taken while drifting towards Sponge Gardens

Most photos are worth
a thousand words.
Underwater ones are worth
e, At least a million.

- Stephen Frink
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WINNER — APRIL

The winning shot of a seal, taken at Montague
Island, N.S.W. by Carole Campisano
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RUNNERS UP IN THE APRIL PHOTO COMPETITION

Equal 2nd :

Charmaine Alford’s shot

- of two Gentoo Penguins

taken at Garden Cove,
Macquarie Island

And

Carole Campisano’s Blue
Grouper shot at the
Empire Gladstone wreck,
Pambula, N.S.W.
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RUNNERS UP IN THE APRIL PHOTO COMPETITION

Threeway Tie for Equal 3rd :

lan Scholey’s Garfish taken on the shotline to
The Hurricane

@ lan Scholey
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pi “=®viga Scholey

lan Scholey’s Baitball shot taken in New Caledonia

It’s great to see more members getting out there with their
cameras and entering the Photo Competition.

Keep up the good work!
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Meeting

MARCH

SPECIAL GUEST
PRESENTER

Tim Smith
Executive Director
Heritage Victoria

“PROJECT SILENT ANZAC”

VSAG was very pleased to have Tim
accept a return visit as our guest speak-
er for March. Prior to heading off for
the mammoth expedition last year, to
the AE2 Submarine site in the Sea of
Marmara where the AE2 now rests,
Tim gave an amazing presentation to
our members...so much fascinating
data and the use of very modern tech-
nology formed part of that presenta-
tion.

This time, Tim gave an update on the
outcome of the expedition. Here are
some photos of the meeting, taken by
Hannah Smeeton. <+

|
ga-:_=|.

Project Silent Anzac ™

rchansegiésl Parmil Appllation 1 B Tarkieh
Gévormumen for [he Jume $014 AEZCF Exprdie;
Marigen Messawolopeal hasemsnant of JE2.
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OF MICROSCOPES

AND CAMERAS
from Sandy Webb

Now you might not be able to make
sense of the photo above but it's a slide
of seaweed.

Having been foiled for ages by poor
(cheap) digital 'scopes, incompatible
digital eyepieces, collapsing tripods,
sticky BluTak, etc.

The wonderful and very 'David
Flew' setup (below) has at last al-
lowed me to take photos down my
microsope!
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EASTER AT THE PROM 2015

From John Lawler

One day’s diving is a treat out of Tidal
River, two is a bonus, and anything
beyond that a rarity. This place really
has a mind of it’s own when the weath-
er is taken into account. Diving the
Anser group and the Glennie group of
islands is some of the best dive sites in
the country, especially Skull Rock and
Bum Rock.

So, over the 2015 Easter break, Friday
and Sunday gave those who ventured
down to this magic place, two great
dive days. No VSAG boats or divers
were present on Friday, David Rein-
hard and myself were the only diver
exceptions. We were being hosted by
the members of the Getunder dive
club, me on the Beckhurst/Malloy boat
“ Freediver” and David on the Corby/
Cartlidge boat “Ocean Runner”. Mick
Whitmore on his “Barchrusher” made
up the fleet.

The launching of the three boats was
done with the usual efficiency from
past and vast experiences into the
2mtr ocean swells. “Practice makes
perfect” it seems.

The technical divers headed for the
deep wreck, the TSS Kanowna
(83mitrs) and our crew decided to
check out the Glennie Group of is-
lands. The run out was a bit choppy
but we made good time. The south
side of Glennie Island was swelly so
we checked out the North West side at
a site known as “Eagle Neck” and it
was prefect...happy!
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| have dived this site many times over
the years and it always provides the
same magic on every dive yet it never
seems to be the same, dive after dive.
Huge, nay MASSIVE boulders shoul-
der to shoulder are an awesome sight,
so big they cannot be seen all around!
Massive swim throughs, deep holes, an
abundance of fish life and silent sway-
ing kelp leaves a diver in awe. Visibil-
ity here was 15-20+ mtrs and whilst
the depth slides away to around 55
mtrs west from the island, there was no
need to push beyond dive time saving
depths of 20-25 mitrs - at these depths
it was all there.

So good were the conditions here, all
the diving by the team of Mary Mal-
loy/Alan Beckhurst/Rob Kirk/Rob
Laurie and myself was rated so highly,
we decided to do all our diving in this
area - says a lot about the site! Two
excellent, exciting dives each here then
time to go back to camp.

Boats out and up to the excellent boat
and gear wash down site just out of
Tidal River proper. There is a great
stainless steel bench there for dive gear
wash down with hoses and fresh water
aplenty.

Saturday was a blow out with strong
20-25 knot winds making a Sunday
dive not looking very promising. But
this is Tidal River. Sunday arrives -
almost no swell onto the beach and
very little wind! WOW ! John Mills
and Priya Cardinaletti arrived late Sat-
urday with their relatively new RIB,



“Wave Runner”, so three boats made
up the Sunday fleet. Leo Maybus made
up the crew of three on the RIB.I was
fortunate (and grateful) to be invited
again onto “Freediver” and David
Reinhard also got another ride on
“Ocean Runner”.

Skull Rock was our target dive site.
The south side was a bit too swelly so
the North side was chosen and a num-
ber of divers splashed into the “Slot”.
Slowly diving through the slot and a
small cave, we exited into the bright
blue waters only to be greeted by

a large friendly Broadnose Sevengill
shark! The shark made several slow
passes and was just an arm’s length
away on the last pass before heading
off into the blue gloom. (Right place
right time without any doubt!) All the
passes were captured on my Intova
camera and David captured additional
video and stills as well. (See infor-
mation about these sharks on page 22).

Sevengill Shark
Photo by David Reinhard

With David Reinhard back on board
“Ocean Runner”, the technical dive
team headed for the deep wreck
“Cambridge” (67 mtrs) with a plan to
link up later in the day, yet keeping in
radio contact.

Next dive, to use up the remaining air,
was with the seals. As soon as the
masses of new pups and large bulls and
females hear the boats arriving, hun-
dreds splash in for their big event -
divers to play with, and play they do...
diving, fast turning, speeding towards a
diver and turning just at the last second
before colliding with an outstretched
camera rig. In around 5 mtrs of clear
blue water, plenty of time to watch and
photograph the antics of these playful-
ly entertaining marine mammals. Just
so much fun and entertainment aplen-

ty!

A dive site called “Twin Peaks” was
next up but after two divers exited from
their dive, they reported it was very
swelly and dirty! We returned to Skull
Rock as Alan Beckhurst was keen to
see if the Sevengill was still around but
no luck.
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To complete the day we then linked up
with “Ocean Runner” west of Skull
Rock for the Technical divers to dive
the deep wreck “Gulf of Carpenta-

ria” (50mtrs). That done it was off
home to Tidal River.

Two days of wonderful, safe and fun-
filled dive days out around the islands
from Tidal River...it just does not get

any better!

Finally thank you to the members of
our sister club “Getunder” for the hos-
pitality extended to VSAG. You are all
great and we value our close relation-
ship under, and above the water! <

Video by Alan Beckhurst

https://vimeo.com/124276953

More photos by Mary Malloy
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From David Reinhard

Thanks to the Getunder crew at the
Prom for looking after me, and fellow
VSAG member JL. Your hospitality
was much appreciated and | am very
pleased to have got down to the Prom
after missing out for the last few years
courtesy of shift work.

Fortunately I had my GoPro mounted
on my camera housing so | was able to
get a bit of video of a visit by a Seven-
gill Shark that cruised past us a few
times (got a few still photos but not
great due to lots of backscatter). It's not
great quality video (e.g.my flip filter
decided to flip itself in and out of shot
at one stage) but it is a reasonable

record of one of those special mo-
ments in diving. Thanks guys!

Seven Gill Shark at the Prom
We were diving at Skull Rock

when this shark swam past us a few
times. Unfortunately the photos and
video aren’t great but they will cer-
tainly give an idea of just how close
it came to me.

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?
v=745508815556786

Seals at The Prom - Kanowa Island
Of all the creatures in the sea it is hard

to imagine that any could be more fun
to dive with than seals. These wild
animals just love attention from hu-
mans and deliberately seek interac-
tion. <

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?
v=745942918846709
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INFORMATION ON SIXGILL
AND SEVENGILL SHARK
SPECIES.

(FAMILY HEXANCHIDE)

provided by John Lawler | Home: Covered m
Car: Covered

Are You?

There are four species in this group.
Two of the species have six pairs of
gill openings and the other two have
seven pairs. The dwarf of the group is
the Sharpnose Sevengill which rarely
exceeds 1.4 mtrs. The largest is the
Giant Sixgill Bluntnose, growing to
almost five mtrs.

The two Sixgills & Sharpnose Seven-
gill roam mostly in deeper waters on
outer shelves from 90 to 1875 mitrs.
The Spotted Sevengill roams continen-
tal shelves, inland waters and bays and
breeds in shallow bays. These sharks 4 :
are wide ranging in coastal and off- _. — -
shore waters of all cold, temperate to \ DANI]
tropical seas and none are oceanic. L ASIA - PACIFIC
These sharks produce large litters of Divers Alert Network

between 9 to 108 young. Their diet is
Jarge prey, bony fishes, OTHER Can You Afford Not to be a DAN Member?

SHARKS, rays, crabs, shrimp. DAN Membership Costs Less than AUDSE" per month
o Be Prepared. Join the Experts in Dive Accident Management.

The Bluntnose Sixgill and Broadnose

Sevengill are indiscriminate feeders

www.danasiapacific.org
on all kinds of carrion and live prey. « Membership provides up to USB 150,000 Worlwide Emergency Evacuat
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| have a diver down; keep well
clear at slow speed

i

No (negative or “The significance of the
previous group should ba read in the
negative”). This signal may be given only
visually or by sound. For voice or radio
transmission the signal should be "NO"

| am iaking in, or discharging,
or carrying dangerous goods

O

Man Qverboard

Yes (aifirmative or “The
significance of the previous
group should be read in the
affirmative”)

0 4

IN HARBOUR — All persens should
report on board as the vessel is about to
proceed out 1o sea.

AT SEA — It may be used by lishing
vessels 1o mean "My nets have come fast
upon an obstruction™

My vessel is ‘healthy' and |
request free pracilique

*

| am ahiering my course 10
starboard

w

My engines are going astern

| am disabled. communicate
with me

_‘

Keep clear of me: | am engaged
in pair trawling

| require a pilot (When made by
fishing vessels aperating in
close proximity on ihe fishing
grounds it means “| am hauling
nets™)

You are running inio danger

<

I have a pilot on board

I require assistance

=

| am altering my course to port

| require medical assistance

I am on fire and have dangerous
cargo on board: keep well clear
ol me

+ B X" =0

Siop carrying oul your
intentions and waich for my
signals

| wish 10 communicate with you

| am dragging my anchor

You should stop your vesse|
instantly

| require a g (When made by
fishing vessels operating in
close proximity on the fishing
grounds it means | am
shooting nets”)

My vessel is siopped and
making no way through the
water

Code Flag and Answering
Pendam

NUMERAL PENDANTS

2 o _IFY BN

7 —| o ——

SUBSTITUTES

First
Substitute

Second
Substitute

Third

Substitute
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Dive Reports

ISLE OF PINES,
NEW CALEDONIA

Easter, 2015

Report & photos by lan Scholey

| was all set to go to Wilson’s Prom for
the usual Easter getaway but Fixtures-
Resuluntil, an impulsive thought and a
discussion with the family, had me
searching the internet for a trip some-
where warmer.

Leaving these decisions late in prime
getaway season doesn't do much for
flight prices and | was soon put off the
usual destinations of Fiji, Bali and Va-
nuatu by the sky high prices. | then
remembered hearing on the radio about
a new direct flight from Melbourne to
Noumea in New Caledonia. We had
stopped in there last year while on a
cruise and had said then that we would
return one day if possible. A quick
check and the flights were booked for a
very reasonable price, | guess that most
people wouldn't know about the flight
yet.

New Caledonia is made up of a num-
ber of Islands and sits to the South
West of Vanuatu. It was once a French
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colony and still has a very European
feel to it. French is the spoken lan-
guage and | had to dig deep into the
distant memory of my school days to
remember enough to get by.

We arrived at Noumea's international
airport on Good Friday evening and
had a bit of a nightmare getting to our
hotel. Be warned, if you ever visit, you
will need to book a taxi in advance.
With no taxis available we had to wait
for a shuttle bus. We finally made it to
our hotel 3 1/2 hours after landing with
our holiday enthusiasm somewhat
dented.

A good night’s sleep repaired our spir-
its and we were up early and in an elu-
sive taxi to the domestic airport for a
flight down to our final destination on
the Isle of Pines. The short 30 minute
flight was enjoyable with spectacular
views of the reefs and islands.

The Isle of Pines is a small place with
only a handful of hotels and a small
main village called VVao. Unlike the
previous day, | had the foresight to
book a hotel transfer and it was a relief
to see the sign held up for “Le Meridi-
an Isle of Pines” as we came out of the
arrivals hall. We were soon at the hotel
and the journey was quickly forgotten



as we surveyed our home for the next
week.

& fan Scholey

Snorkelling in Nature’s Aquarium

To say we were blown away would be
a understatement. The hotel was every-
thing you dream about for a Pacific
getaway, white sandy beach, crystal
clear blue water, tropical gardens and
coconut trees.

The best thing about the hotel though
IS it's proximity to one of those very
special places that nature occasionally
creates and the reason for our desire to
revisit the Isle of Pines - Nature’s
Aquarium. The hotel sits on a piece of
land that has been cut off from the

main island by the sea.

There is a salt water river that mean-
ders through the jungle before opening
up into a large pool, then continuing
on to the ocean. The pool is every
colour of blue imaginable and inside it
sits coral outcrops that team with fish.
There is nothing else there, just the
magnificent natural creation surround-
ed by trees and no human develop-
ment at all. We quickly dumped the
bags in our room, grabbed our fins,
masks and snorkels and followed the
path to the pool and spent a happy few
hours snorkelling.

Nature’s Aquarium from the surface

There is just one Dive Centre operat-
ing on the island, Kunie Dive Centre,
which is run by a jolly Frenchman
called Bertrand. Here is my second tip
for anyone visiting Isle of Pines -
book your diving early. The Dive
Centre runs a double tank dive daily
using a single 9m RIB. The boat can
take only 10 divers, including guides,
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so capacity is really limited. | found
the Dive Centre online and tried to
book 5 day’s diving but was only able
to secure 2 days as the other days
were already booked out. The Dive
Centre is basic but has good quality
hire gear and, despite the language
barrier, the crew were very friendly.

The hotel sorted a transfer out for me
to the Dive Centre which is on the
North West of the Island. | had a chat
to Bertrand about the day’s dive sites
and, on his advice, | rigged my camera
for macro. The other divers were a
pretty diverse group and comprised a
Brazilian living in Brisbane, a Kiwi
and his French wife living in Sydney,
and a group of 4 from France doing a
try-dive.

Pair of Filefish

With everyone kitted up, we took the
short walk to the beach and climbed
aboard the RIB for a 20 minute boat
ride to the first dive spot. The dive
site was called La Vallee des Gor-
gone (Valley of Gorgonian Fans).
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The dive was a drift in a pretty mild
current. We headed down to a nice cave
at 20m and followed it down to the exit
point at 26m. The cave was full of glass
fish and as | swept my camera lights
around | saw the walls were full of
Crayfish sitting in their holes.

e ¥ »
AT
RO g8 g

As we exited the cave, Narcisse, our
guide beckoned us over to a Gorgonian
fan and pointed out a Pygmy sea horse.
| held back as the others took a look
and was dismayed when the inexperi-
enced Brazilian diver kicked sand up
and destroyed the visibility before I got
my turn. Narcisse was terrific and im-
mediately signalled to me that he
would find me another one elsewhere
to photograph. A short swim later he
pointed another one out and signalled
that he would leave me for 5 minutes
and take the rest of the group out of the
way, leaving me to happily take my
shots.

We continued to drift with the current
along the wall, with the guide
pointing things out as we went. High



lights included a large Moray with a
white spot on it's nose, a leaf scorpion
fish, harlequin shrimp and a single
Grey Reef Shark that came in close for
a look. The reef was one of the best
I've seen in a long time. It seemed real-
ly healthy with little or no damage,
heaps of fish and it wasn't difficult to
see why they call it the Valley of Gor-
gonian Fans as these were everywhere.
The water temp was a pleasant 28 de-
grees, the vis was 20-25m.

Pink Anemone fish at Garden of Eden

Between dives we pulled into the lee
of an island and were fed coffee and
biscuits as we enjoyed the sunshine.
The second dive was on a spot called
the Garden of Eden. Heading down to
20m we circled a succession of bom-
mies all of which teamed with life. In
one spot we stopped and watched a
number of Grey Reef sharks cruising
out in the blue before returning to the
reef. | found a number of Nudibranchs
during this dive which made for some
nice photographs, and also snapped
several different types of Anemone

fish. The boat ride back across the
Baie de Gadjie (Gadjie Bay) was a
real pleasure with small coral islands
dotted amongst the turquoise waters.

Angelfish at Garden of Eden

Back at the hotel just after lunch,
there was no rest for me, with my
daughter Anna keen for an afternoon
snorkel. The hotel sits on the Baie
d'Oro (Oro Bay) and off shore sits a
small island that looked like a possi-
ble snorkelling site. We were able to
walk out half way in water up to our
knees before donning our gear and
starting the snorkel. As we ap-
proached the islet we saw it was in
fact two islets with a small passage
between the two. The hunch was cor-
rect and it was surrounded by reef in
6-7m which was full of fish life.
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After an hour, and with the tide com-
ing in, we decided to head for shore,

this time swimming all the way back
to the beach.

x han Scholey

Islet & reef off the hotel

At the Dive Centre the following day,
the brief was wide angle for the days’
diving, with a promise of Leopard
Sharks. It was a completely different
set of divers with a couple of Japa-
nese, an Englishman with his French
wife and three Frenchmen. Once again
the majority of people were doing a
try-dive so it was just 3 of us and a
guide who splashed into the slightly
rough conditions for dive number one.
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The dive site was called Kasmira
which apparently is the local name for
the yellow snapper which can be seen
in large quantities on one part of the
reef. The boat tied off on a mooring
close to a shallow reef and we de-
scended to about 6m before heading
off into deeper water and a line of 6
progressively deeper bommies.

Drummer & bait ball in Nature’s Aquarium

With rougher conditions, the visibility
had dropped a little but was still some-
where between 15 and 20m. On the
sand we found a large area of Garden
Eels and sure enough, soon came
across the promised Leopard Sharks.
In the blue we could see both Grey
Reef and White Tipped Reef Sharks,
while the reef was alive with colourful
reef fish. The school of snapper added
a huge splash of yellow to the bommie
they circled and | spent several
minutes taking shots of the school as it
passed. Back on the surface it was very
choppy and it was a bit of an effort to
get everyone back on the boat.



That done, we headed into calm water
close to another island for coffee and
our surface interval.

Heading back out into the bay, we first
dropped the try-divers off on a shel-
tered reef before the 4 experienced
divers were dropped onto a site called
Passe de Giu. This was a faster drift
with the reef topping at 8 m and drop-
ping away to 50m at the far end of the
passage. With the water movement, the
fish life was fantastic with large
schools of Barracuda, Snapper and
Fusiliers. We were able to use the vari-
ous crevices and canyons to get out of
the current for a while before drifting
further along the reef. As with the oth-
er dive sites the reefs were in excellent
shape with huge Gorgonian Fans a real
stand out feature.

- . o - N
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Schools of fish at Passe de Giu
With my diving done, we spent the rest of
the week snorkelling in the Nature’s
Aquarium. Each day a new set of fish
seemed to have been captured inside. On
our last day a massive school of baitfish

was inside, together with a dozen or
so Barracuda tracking them. In all, |
counted over a hundred and fifty dif-
ferent types of fish in the pool over
the 5 days we visited the site. All that
in a beautiful natural location and
with no human development to spoil
the view or entrance fees to pay.

@ lan Scholey

Anna Scholey snorkelling in Nature’s Aquarium

It was definitely worth the effort to
get to the Isle of Pines and | would
recommend the spot to those wanting
a “get away from it all” type of holi-
day. The diving was excellent and left
me wanting more and the Nature’s
Aquarium is firmly on top of my list
of favourite places. The Le Meridian
hotel was top class and is also some-
where | would recommend. The
downside of the destination is the cost
of things on the island. You really
have no option but to eat and drink at
the hotel and at an average of $50 for
a main course it can add up pretty
quickly. That said, you get what you
pay for and we left very satisfied with
our holiday.
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MORNINGTON
PIER &
BLAIRGOWRIE
PIER

17/7TH & 19TH APRIL,
2015

A report and photos from guest diver,
Michael Roelens, from St. George Scuba
Club in Sydney (Peter Beaumont’s NSW
Club)

After a few setbacks, needing some
unexpected car repairs in Narooma, |
ended up at the car mechanic next to
the dive shop. Parked there for 2 days,
| was unable to score a dive: the boats
were fully booked. Oh well, too bad. It
was great checking out the seals on the
rocks though. If only I could swim
with them...

So, on to Melbourne, where | had ar-
ranged to meet a couple of good
friends. This gave me some more time
to sort out my car a bit more, and start
looking out for local diving. | really
like the St. George Club, and how it
runs completely independently from
dive shops. | was keen of course to
find similar clubs down here around
Melbourne, and later around the rest of
Australia too. | got in touch with lan,
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from the Victorian Sub Aqua Group

It turns out lan often dives with anoth-
er St. George Club member, Peter
Beaumont. It didn't take long before
we arranged to dive together. The
Club seems to have regular night
dives on Friday nights here.

We did Mornington Pier in the rain on
the 17th of April. A very interesting
dive, actually - the Pier has deteriorat-
ed to the point that it almost looks like
a wreck. You can swim (carefully)
underneath a few ledges and plat-
forms, around the boulders and pylons
until... you see that giant cuttlefish
shoot out from its hiding place.

The place is absolutely full of starfish,
both 11-armed starfish, and cute pen-
tagonal looking ones in all sorts of
colour schemes. As a starfish-
deprived Sydneysider, | felt com-
pelled of course to take heaps of pic-
tures. | even thought of a business



idea: creating and selling pillows in
the exact shape and colours of these
starfish. Wouldn't that be cute?

The next dive was even more interest-
ing - Blairgowrie Pier. It's amazing
how colourful the sponges, fish, and
crabs are down here. | could have
never imagined a pier being so full of
life. I had only seen a total of 3 an-
glerfish before coming down here.
And then Peter Beaumont showed me

another 4 spectacular ones. | can't wait

to go again (that'll be tomorrow?!).

If anyone knows of similar clubs as
the St. George and VSAG clubs,

around Australia, please let me
know. I'm keen to get in touch with
each one of them. Would it be an
idea perhaps to set up affiliations
between these clubs? <+

Ceratosoma Nudibranch
* This article appeared in the St.
George Club newsletter - “Sea
Braggin”.

ZEN
HARMONY
DIVE SAFARI,
BALI

MARCH 2015

Report & photos by Meg Johnson

| went to Bali in 1982. | didn’t dive
then. Back then, Bali was still quite
undeveloped and ‘out of the way’.
What a difference 33 years make!
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| arrived in Bali on 7 March. The south
of Bali is bedlam - 24/7 traffic jams,
wall to wall Aussie tourists - not a
place 1I’d go back to in a hurry!

After a couple of nights in the south, in
Seminyak for 2 nights, then Tuban for
1 night, 1 was picked up by Kutut (I
kid you not), for the drive north and
the beginning of my 10 night
“Harmony Dive Safari”. | was quite
attracted to the idea of a diving and
yoga trip, and it was good. On my pre-
vious trip in 1982 I’d just spent time in
and around Kuta (which was quite dif-
ferent then). On this trip | enjoyed see-
ing the north and east of the country,
and of course, the diving. The drive
north was nice, through the mountains,
up in the clouds, with monkeys on the
side of the road.

| spent 4 nights at the Zen Resort in
Serririt, and 4 nights at Candidasa, at
the Rama Beach, and did 13 dives over
that time (and yoga every day). The
water temperature was a pretty con-
sistent 27-28° and visibility was quite
good most of the time, mainly around
15-20 metres.

The Zen Resort in Serririt was an expe-
rience! It’s a very small Ayurvedic
medicine retreat and when | was there,
it had about 8 guests, all women, most-
ly travelling alone and mostly German
& American. It felt a bit like “Hotel
Callifornia” with a Balinese twist!
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All the guests (except me) were non-
divers, there for the Ayurvedic medi-
cine. I’m sure | scandalized them no
end - sitting on my verandah in the
evenings, filling out my dive log while
| drank Cointreau on the rocks and
smoked cigarettes! | enjoyed a couple
of massage treatments while | was
there, but can’t say | subscribe to med-
ical beliefs based on the state of scien-
tific knowledge 5000 years ago. But...
it was a beautiful place, lovely gar-
dens, great pool, very serene. The food
was good and | enjoyed my stay. The
Rama Beach at Candidasa was just a
regular resort hotel - on the beach, and
again, more Europeans than Australi-
ans.

The Dives :

Puri Jati - Serririt

A ‘muck dive’ off a black sand beach.
The highlight was the many mimic
octopi. Also saw a coconut octopus,
anemone fish, lionfish and lots of filter
feeders.

Lionfish at Bantu Niti



Menjangan Island
| did 3 dives off Menjangan and all
were great. The island has a Hindu
Temple, with one resident priest and
lots of beautiful statues. A huge statue
of Ganesha, the elephant god, looks
out to sea. Around the island are some
fabulous wall dives, and beautiful reef.
The highlight was a cave with lots of
bright red electric clams - something
I’d never seen before.

Moray eel at Blue Lagoon

Talumban

2 dives on the “US Liberty” and 1 at
Bantu Niti aka Scuba Serraya, an artifi-
cial reef off another black sand beach.
The “US Liberty” was good - a very
old WWII wreck, quite broken up and
covered with growth. Lots of fish life,
coral, clams, bumphead parrot fish,
blue spotted rays and lionfish.

The dive at Bantu Niti was also good -

it’s a relatively new artificial reef, only
created in 2013. It’s a great initiative to
give the local villagers some income.

Each diver pays about $5 to dive off
their beach, which gives them an
incentive to maintain and develop
the reef. Lots of moray eels, nudi-
branchs, cleaner shrimps and lion-
fish. I also saw a peacock mantis
shrimp.

Peacock Mantis Shrimp at Bantu Niti

Nusa Panida - off Candidasa

Nusa Panida is a lovely island, striking
coastline, reminiscent of the coastline
along the great ocean road in places,
with off-shore rock structures and
arches (a bit like the 12 apostles), and
towering cliff faces. Dived Manta
Point, a Manta Ray cleaning sta-

tion. Only saw one manta, but saw
lots of rays and octopi, and very nice
terrain of bombies and boulders. Then
did a drift dive along a sloping reef
running parallel to the beach.

Gili Biaha, Gili Minpang, Gili
Tepekong - off Candidasa

Dived these 3 small islands off Can-
didasa. Reef wall dives, lovely terrain,
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lots of fish life and corals. Saw another
Peacock Mantis Shrimp, moray eels, a
painted lobster and some wonderful cut-
tlefish.

Coral at Gili Biaha

Blue Lagoon - off Candidasa

A lovely last dive on a pretty
reef. Saw a turtle, baby white tip reef
sharks, lots of fish and corals.

So, that was the diving. Also had some
very nice meals - Bali has some great
restaurants these days. 1’d recommend
“Gado Gado” in Seminyak, “Ma Joly”
in Tuben and “Vincent’s” in Can-
didasa. Also “Grain” in Seminyak for
breakfasts.

All in all - a nice little dive holi-

day. Doing yoga every day was also
nice, and a good counter-point to the
diving. Took my new Olympus cam-
era, that | recently purchased from
Lloyd at the Scuba Doctor. It worked
well. I’ve already booked my next trip
- going to Sanbis Resort on Gizo Island
in the Solomons in August. Looking
forward to it. <+

*See Meg’s other Bali photos on pages
2 & 10.
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CHIMNEY ROCK
& CHINAMAN'’S
HAT SEAL
COLONY

SUNDAY, MAY 17TH
2015

Report by Peter Beaumont ; photos by
Michael Roelens & Peter Beaumont

Diving today:

Peter Beaumont & Michael Roelens
(fellow St. George Scuba Club mem-
ber)

Boats in company(1st dive):

Barcrusher — David Politakis, Christine
Reynolds, Herb Mackay, lan Smith

For the past month or so Michael Roe-
lens from the St. George Scuba Club
has been camping / shore diving
around Port Phillip Bay and patiently
waiting for favourable weather condi-
tions suitable for boat dives. Fortunate-
ly the weather improved enough for
boat dives on the Saturday and Sunday
S0, as I’m a St. George Club member, |
asked Michael if he was available for
both days to which he replied yes. (I
suppose Saturday’s and Sunday’s dives
were the first ever combined VSAG/St.
George Scuba Club boat dives).



Sunday saw both Toucans and Bar-
crusher head off to Chimney Rock with
an ideal 24hr forecast of 0.5 mtr swell
and 5-10k of NW/SW wind. This was
Michael’s first boat ride through The
Rip and he was amazed at how much
turbulence was being created by the
incoming tide. By the time we had
anchored and geared up, there was zero
wind and the ocean surface was with-
out a ripple. Barcrusher opted to re-
main live and use Toucan’s anchor
rope as the shot marker.

As this was Michael’s third boat dive
here in Melbourne and with the vis
expected to be about 5Smtrs, | ran a reel
from the anchor chain to the sea bed
where the sand met the reef wall. Once
on the sea bed, we swam along the reef
wall, under the overhangs, through the
gullies, swim-throughs, etc. where we
found blue devil fish, small rays, leath-
er jackets etc. After a 35 minute dive
(max water temp of 15deg) we ascend-
ed the anchor line and after a 5 minute
safety stop climbed back into the boat.

Visiting diver - Michael Roelens doing his
safety stop at Chimney Rock

Barcrusher’s divers were back on
board approx. 10 minutes later and
after a quick discussion decided to
head off to the Canberra for their sec-
ond dive. As Michael was keen to see
some seals up close we headed off to
the Chinaman’s Hat seal colony
where Michael did a 20 minute dive
whilst | kept the boat live. Upon his
return to the boat Michael was sur-
prised at how fast they move through
the water and how they like to pull at
your fins, snorkel etc.
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After a bite to eat and some more seal
colony surface pics, it was time to return
to the ramp and call it a day. Overall it
was another successful day’s diving in
Melbourne. <

CHIMNEY ROCK
& CANBERRA

SUNDAY, MAY 17TH
2015

By lan Smith - aboard ““Barcrusher”

On a foggy Sunday morning, heading
down the coast looking forward to a
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dive, | received a phone call from John
Lawler saying he could not come div-
ing as he was having car trouble. John
was understandably upset. As | was
not far from the Scuba Doctor, | went
to get my tanks filled anyway, and
lucky for me, ran into David Politakis
at the store. David was more than hap-
py for me to come out on his boat.

After loading up, we left Sorrento boat
ramp for the trip to Chimney Rock,
following Peter’s boat, Toucans. The
bay was flat with no wind around and
the sun was coming up. It was looking
like a great day to be going for a dive.

Chimney Rock is not far from the
shore near the outlet to the Barwon
River with 24m to the bottom and
about 18m to the top. Peter’s boat Tou-
cans had anchored on the rock.

Buddying up with Christine, we hit the
water and it was a cold shock, a lovely
15°c at the bottom. With lots of swim
throughs, under cuts & drop offs cov-
ered in sponges to investigate. Sadly
no Cray fish as visibility was about 3m
at best after all the rain over the past
week. We did see Blue devils, Port
Jackson sharks and lots of reef fish. |
would like to come back here when the
visibility is clearer.

Then we headed back up to the Can-
berra for our surface interval and
warming up in the morning sunshine.
With our wet suits steaming in the sun,
David handing out his freshly cooked
sausages from the BBQ, and with a
calm sea, you could not ask for a nicer
way to warm up.

David then dropped us on top of the
Canberra but we could not see the



wreck as we descended until we landed
on it. We did not let the visibility stop
us from enjoying the dive - there's al-
ways something to see and it was nice
just to swim around the wreck looking
into different areas of the ship. After
25min, it was time for us to ascend up
to the surface where the morning sun
was once again there to warm us up as
we headed back into the bay.

I would to thank Christine, Herb, Peter
and David, for his great skippering
skills. An enjoyable day was had by
all. <

SHIPROCK
MARINE
RESERVE

THURSDAY 21ST &
FRIDAY 22ND MAY,
2015

Report & photos by Peter Beaumont

As Judy & | were heading off to Syd-
ney to visit family & friends, | also
packed the dive gear into the car so |
could fit in a couple of weekday shore
dives at Shiprock. The site is a Ma-
rine Reserve located on the Port Hack-
ing River in the Sutherland Shire

suburb of Lilli Pilli and was named
after the shape of a large sandstone
rock sitting on the shoreline which
looks like the bow of a ship. Access
Is via a walkway from Shiprock Rd
(cul de sac) and, due to the weekend
popularity of this site, one needs to
arrive approx 1.5 hours before high/
low tide in order to obtain a parking
spot. Alternatively one can drop their
gear off at the bottom of the cul de sac
(with a minder) then park further up
the street or a block or so away &
walk back.

Since the site is subject to tidal vari-
ances of up to 1.5mtrs, flow rates of
approx. 5knots plus are possible so |
tend to enter the water approx. 30
minutes before high or low water. As
Burraneer Bay is close by | use this
site http://tides.willyweather.com.au/
nsw/sydney/burraneer.html to deter-

mine my entry times.

Thursday’s dive was at low tide so |
entered the water from the square grot-
to enclosure at approx. 3.50 pm, swam
down past the usual rocks/boulders to
the 4 mtr mark, then over to the crack
in the reef wall. | then dropped down
to the 12mtr mark, turned right &
swam along the wall till I located the
resident pineapple fish.
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After taking a few pics | swam back
along the wall, then out & around the
three bommies, back to the wall past
the bubble cave, to the 17mtr section,
then back to the crack in the reef

wall. During this dive | saw hawk fish,
fan bellied leather jackets, bream, blue
box fish, resident blue grouper, ringed
toad fish, occy’s, eels, catfish, a small
cuttlefish, a port jackson and a couple
of eastern frog fish.

From the crack in the reef wall I as-
cended & navigated around the usual
rocks etc. back to my entry point
where | exited the water & slowly
climbed the stairs back to the car. Af-
ter washing up the gear at the local
boat ramp, Judy & I then headed off
for dinner at Lilli Pilli’s Dlish café.

Friday’s weather had taken a turn for
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the worse, with heavy rain & 35-40
knot southerly winds whipping up a
40cm surface chop across the Port
Hacking River. A potential dive bud-
dy from the St. George Club looked at
the weather & decided to give it a
miss, given the wind & rain of the past
12 hours. Taking the glass half full
approach, I went down to the local
boat ramp to check out the conditions.
Despite the heavy rain, the vis was not
affected & as it was an incoming tide,
the vis had actually improved so |
started getting ready for the dive.

| entered the water from the same
square grotto enclosure at approx.
11.20 am & swam the same route as
the day before. The vis the day before
was approx. 8mtrs but now with the
high tide, it was approx. 15mtrs. In
addition to seeing the same marine life
as yesterday | saw a couple of wobbe-
gongs in the rock ledges plus a ra-
ther large and angry blue swimmer
crab, actively swimming around the
reef base waving it’s outspread
claws/nippers at me.

I managed to get a couple of pics
without it grabbing hold of the cam-
era, taking off a finger or slicing
open the dry suit. As it moved past



one of the wobbegongs, the wobbe’ http://www.cronullacabins.com.au/
just looked at it and must have thought
“That looks like too much trouble.” By
this stage, it was time to return to the
reef wall & ascend to the 5Smtr mark
for a 5 minute stop before exiting the
water.

Whenever diving this site, | usually
plan for either an AM mid week high/
low water followed by breakfast/lunch
at the local café. Overall this is a very
enjoyable shore dive site with easy
entry/exit points & lots to see.

The walk back up the stairs was easier
this time due to the 35knot southerly
pushing me up the stairs. As this dive
site experiences a lot of overhead boat
traffic, it’s important not to surface
mid-water as you’ll most likely find
yourself dodging boats and dealing

with a surface current. Further site

info can be found here:
http://www.michaelmcfadyenscuba.info/
viewpage.php?page_id=327

it

e

.. Send me to the beach
2 and don't Jet me come
Judy & | found suitable accommoda- baCk tl.ll my attltude

tion during non-school holiday periods changes.
at Cronulla Cabins which is a 5 minute (S B
drive away. See website:
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by Jan Watson - Continuing her series
of articles on Marine Biology for Di-
vers

Following sponges on the invertebrate
evolutionary tree is the Phylum Cni-
daria. This very large Phylum contains
tens of thousands of related species.
The name Cnidaria means “thread
animals”, referring to their nemato-
cysts. They have a newly evolved sac-
like body enclosing a simple stomach
surmounted by a mouth surrounded by
tentacles. This major evolutionary
advance allowed the animal (the pol-
yp) to ingest food swept into the
mouth by the tentacles, rather than by
randomly sucking it in as do the
sponges. Cnidarian cells are more
efficiently arranged than in the spong-
es, the polyp consisting of several
organised layers of cells - an outer
layer (the ectoderm) an inner layer
(the endoderm) and internal cells ar-
ranged in a primitive nervous system.
Nature however, made a planning
error as the mouth is inefficiently used
both for intake of food and expulsion
of food wastes.

To capture food, and to ward off
predators, the tentacles are armed
with batteries of buried stinging cells
called nematocysts. These microscop-
ic capsules fly open when disturbed,
ejecting a long poisonous spinous
thread. Most cnidarian nematocysts
are small and harmless to humans but
some tropical species can give a nasty
long-lasting or even fatal sting. Even
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in our southern waters some people are
sensitive to stings so it’s wise to wear
gloves when handling cnidarians.

Classification

The Cnidaria is divided into several
Classes, the ones we most often see in
southern Australia being the Anthozoa
- anemones and relatives, the hydroids
(Hydrozoa), corals (Scleractinia), sea
jellies (Scyphozoa) and sea-combs
(Ctenophora).

In Australia, there are few taxonomists
(I’m one) researching the Cnidaria, so
it is often difficult to have specimens
and photographs identified. This issue
shows some of the commonest anemo-
nes.

Anthozoa — the Anemones

There are about 7000 anthozoan spe-
cies known world-wide and about
2500 known from southern Australia.

Anemones belong to the Order Acti-
naria within the Anthozoa. While hav-
ing the usual simple cnidarian body
plan they also have an external strong
supporting column and their stomach
is divided into folds for more efficient
digestion. They reproduce sexually by
release of sperm and eggs into the wa-
ter or by budding. All are sessile, liv-
ing fixed on firm substrate in the one
place, but some can creep slowly on
the pedal disk at the base of the col-
umn until they find a suitable place to
settle.

Like all cnidarians, anemones catch
passing food with the tentacles, the
nematocysts disabling prey and then
passing it to the mouth. They are hardy



organisms and generally are not a fa-
voured food resource by other marine
organisms. A few are preyed upon by
pycnogonids (sea spiders) which tear
them apart and some are eaten by nudi-
branchs, but generally, they are left
alone.

| have a delightful biography (a gift
from Sandy Webb) of Anna Thynne, a
pioneer marine biologist, who in 1846
collected anemones at Torquay in the
UK and learned, with the help of nu-
merous servants delivering fresh sea-
water to keep them alive in her marble
bath.

There are many anemones on our
coast, some large, others finger-nail
size.

Actinia tenebrosa is a conspicuous
species, which, if like me, you don’t
often see because it grows in the inter-
tidal on rock platforms. It looks like a
blob of red jelly when the tide is out. It
is uniformly deep red, and has a slit-
like mouth and numerous tentacles.
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Actinia tenebrosa, in shallow water beneath

gannet platform, Popes Eye, 0.5m

Anthothoe albocinta is our most com-
mon subtidal anemone, distributed
throughout the bay in groups or grow-
ing singly. It likes sheltered water un-
der jetties. It is small, to 5 cm across
the extended tentacles and has an or-
ange/white striped column and up to
200 white to grey tentacles surround-
ing a central orange disk and paler
mouth. The mouth is closed during
daytime but opens for feeding at night.
Tentacles of the colony under St
Leonards jetty are blue at certain times
of year.

Anthothoe albocincta, with greyish-blue
tentacles, St Leonards jetty, 2 m.
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Epiactis australiensis is a less com-
mon, but beautiful anemone usually
hiding in sand underneath ledges in
sheltered habitat. The column is striped
orange and green, the orange mouth is
surrounded by up to 60 stubby white to

mauve, purple-tipped tentacles.

Epiactis australiensis, showing striped column
and tentacles. St Leonards jetty, 2 m

Epiactis thompsoni is a close relative
of E. australiensis but is less common.
It is distinguished by its overall or-
ange/pinkish colour and a longitudinal
yellowish stripe down the tentacles. It
Is known from South Australia and
although not scientifically recorded
from Victoria, it is sometimes present
here in rocky habitat.

Aulactinia veratra is a dull olive-
brown anemone, about 6 cm in diame-
ter with multiple rows of green/brown
tinged tentacles. It is found just below
low water mark in bayside sands.
When touched, it shrinks below the
sand. Food resources are unknown.

42 | FATHOMS June-July 2015

;. f L ™ s e &
Epiactis thompsoni, Steeles Rock, near
Portarlington, 2 m

Aulactinia veratra in sand just below low
water mark, Clifton Springs

Phlyctenactis tuberculosa is a large
“swimming” ball-sized anemone. It is
often seen on algae under jetties or
clinging to seagrass stems. It moves
around by releasing its grip and bowl-
ing along with water movement to
new habitat. The vesicles on the col-
umn are egg-shaped and variously
coloured orange, brown, blue or
green. It is a night-feeder, the large
tentacles being completely withdrawn
during the day, extending at night to
capture small swimming amphipods.
(I missed a picture of it feeding at



night — the fibre-optic cable broke!)

Phlyctenactis tuberculosa, daytime shot
showing vesicles, St Leonards jetty, 3 m

Anthopleura aureoradiata is a small
greyish-brown anemone with multiple
rows of greenish-grey tentacles. It
saves energy in looking for new habitat
by hitching a ride on shells of the bi-
valve Katelysia scalarina which
ploughs through soft bay sands. The
anemone is only a few centimetres wide
and the dull colour matches that of the
sand. When touched it withdraws to a
small blob.

Anthopleura aureoradiata hitching a ride on
buried Katelysia shells, Clifton Springs, 2 m

Species Unknown. An anemone proba-
bly belonging to the Family Aliciidae.
| haven’t been able to get it identified.
It is delicate pure white, about 1 cm in
diameter across the long extended ten-
tacles. It appeared in thousands on the
bay seagrass Herozostera nigricaulis in
summer of 2012 along the Bellarine
coastline. | have seen only a few since.
Can anyone identify it or provide more
information? <

Unknown anemone on seagrass Heterozostera
nigricaulis, Clifton Springs, 1 m.

Erratum - In the last edition of Fath-
oms, a mistake appeared in Jan’s arti-
cle on sponges (Editor error)

On page 27, the word digitate mor-
phed into digital.
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DIVING THE WEB

Into the Unknown : The wreck
of the USS Peterson

E/V Nautilus dove on an unknown sonar
target, thought to be a 500 foot long ship-
wreck. After a survey of the vessel, the
Corps of Exploration successfully identi-
fied the wreck of USS Peterson (DD-969).

http://nautiluslive.org/video/2014/07/10/unknown-wreck-uss-peterson

The benefits of joining a Dive
Club
The signature feature of most Dive Clubs is

their ability to add a new dimension to your
diving experience.

http://scubadiverlife.com/2014/09/14/benefits-joining-dive-club/

Authorities find skeletons
In underwater lawn chairs

A man snorkelling in the Colorado
River near the Arizona and California
borders was terrified - and later em-
barrassed - when he came across two
fake skeletons sitting in lawn chairs
about 40 feet underwater.

https://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/27692059/authorities-find-skeletons-in-
underwater-lawn-chairs/?cmp=fb
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Freediving with a friendly Blue Shark

Brett Illingworth spoke about magical encoun-
ters out in Bass Strait at a recent VSAG meet-
ing. Here is an example of one of his youtube

clips.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTXka5bQUJA#t=16

Toroidal bubbles

Extraordinary and beautiful examples of
toroidal vortices produced by dolphins,
beluga whales, humpback whales, volca-
noes, hydrogen/atomic bombs, and man

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHyTOcfF990

Rethink the Shark - Chair

This is the Panda Award winning cam-
paign which belongs to shark and marine
conservationist & campaigner, Lesley
Rochat, and the organisation she founded
- AgriOceans Conservation Alliance

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htpxGXOIlh3U
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SOUTH CHANNEL FORT
MEMBERS, FAMILY &
FRIENDS TOUR

Report by John Lawler ; photos by
Michael Webb and lan Scholey

The journey to this day on Sunday
24th May 2015 started way back in
2014 when two scheduled tours to this
iconic place in Port Phillip Bay were
cancelled due to strong wind forecasts
and foul weather...but today all was
so good!

The pre-advice that the tour was to be
conducted went out a few weeks prior
to the event. When the weather fore-
cast showed the conditions were ex-
cellent, the final confirmation that the
fort tour was on reached our members.
The response to bookings was over-
whelming! 52 people, 4 boats and one
RIB!

8.30am - The boat owners met at the
Rye boat trailer parking bay for a brief-
ing on the logistics of safety, boarding,
disembarking, launching, retrieving
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and site management. Peter Galvin and
Ross Walker provided two way hand
held VHF radios to ensure strong com-
munications between the fort and Rye

ramp persons.

9am - All participants assembled for
an excellent detailed briefing by Presi-
dent lan Scholey, a fine mixture of
safety guidelines, waiver forms handed
out and some light hearted (Scholey
style) humour. Care of the fort site was
also emphasised. Finally, boat alloca-
tions by co-ordinator JL, then all was
set. Boats were progressively launched
and headed off for the approx. 7km run
to the Fort.




ALL ABOARD!

©ion Schaiey

£ lan Scholey. - ¢ -, 2 ¥ % - lan Sehaley
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South
Channel

Fort

Welcome

9.45am-12.15pm - “THE KEEP”

A uniqgue and highly significant 19th
Century artificial island built in the
1880s, it was part of the strategic de-
fence network of Port Phillip. In its
heyday, from 1890°s to 1916, around
100 officers lived and worked on and
under the island. The island contains
gun emplacements, a labyrinth of un-
derground passages and magnificent
panoramic views over Port Phillip Bay. &
It is also the breeding ground of White- !
Faced Storm-Petrels and other im-
portant birdlife.

Christine Reynolds (AKA The Big
Banana) was the designated site mar-
shal and what a superb job she did!
Ensuring the visitors were well guided
and informed, keeping safety in mind
and generally ensuring that all went to
plan and it did!

4
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The underground tunnels were the
main tour feature of the island on this
day and not generally open to the pub-
lic. What an experience this was - a
real step back into the protective war-
time history of our state. Lighting has
been installed throughout, powered by
solar, thus making what would have
been a very dark experience, a very
safe pleasure. Around 30-45 minutes is
the time needed to inspect the tunnel
areas.

© lan Scholey .
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Boats diverted to and from the fort to
visit the “Chinaman’s Hat” channel
marker to see the seals who breed and
live there. Only a few were there on
this day but enough to excite those

who had not seen these fur seals up
close.




Back at the Rye ramp it was boats out,
people moving off for additional at-
tractions, and quite a few very hungry
ones heading for the great Rye Hotel
for a hot lunch.

Another great very, very successful
VSAG social day...it makes one feel
so proud to be a part of this great 60
year-old club.

A VERY BIG THANKYOU TO OUR
BOAT OWNERS ON THE DAY :

Ross Walker - “2dive4”

David Politakis - “Barchrusher”
Graham Ellis - “Me 3”

lan Scholey - RIB “Sea Eagle”

John Lawler - “Signature One” <

.....
-----

.4
Jeseses - - Jan Scheley g
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DIVE SNIPPETS
Macquarie The Hurricane

Island Sunday 12th April,
2015

April 2015
lan Scholey

Charmaine Alford via email from the g

PGS e i
| A& gl

“Aurora Australis™ resupply ship to Mac-
quarie Island

| was hoping to be back in time for the
Club Meeting but, as is usually the
case with the Macquarie Island resup-
ply, we’re running late! The weather
has dropped a bit now and it is a e o Wi te e REeN
whole lot more pleasant on board. If Rockling on The Hurricane
you’re interested, check out our
webcam : http://
www.antarctica.gov.au/webcams

. Blairgowrie
Shore Dive

Sunday 26th April,
2015

Is this the most depressed fish you’ve
ever seen? Someone give it a hug. «

lan Scholey

&= Looking for slugs this morning. Found
A group of King Penquins at Gadgets Gully, a few but nothing out of the ordinary

Macquarie lsland today. Just myself, Peter Beaumont
*See Charmaine’s photo of Gentoo and guest diver, Michael Roelens,
Penguins on page 13 «* braving the early start.
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Montague
Island, NSW

Wednesday 29th
April, 2015

Carole Campisano

Diving off Montague Island today, |
was filming away and this fella came
real close and barked at me! It scared
the bejesus out of me and | nearly
dropped my camera!

https://www.facebook.com/carole.lois/
videos/
0.252023381571536/161208383570102
9/?type=2&theater <+
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Wreck of the Night dive,

Empire Glad- Sorrento Pier
stone, Pambula .
Friday 1st May, 2015

NSW

Thursday 29th April, lan Scholey

2015 | hadn't dived Sorrento Pier for years
until last night. I am still asking myself
“Why not?” this morning, Wow, what
a great site. You have to wait until the
ferry stops running and you get a bit of
current, but that is certainly good for
the growth and life. Four VSAGers
enjoyed a great dive - myself, Peter
Beaumont, Tim Forster and Dickon
Roddie. It will not be long before | am
back there again. «

Carole Campisano

3
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SS Rotomahana
& Chimney
Rock

Sunday 3rd May,
2015

lan Scholey

Great conditions on the water today. We
had the two RIB's, Sea Eagle and Tou-
cans out with myself, Peter Beaumont
and Michael Ngai on board.

First dive was on the SS Rotomahana.
With grey skies on top, average visibilty
underneath and the 40m depth, there
wasn't a lot of light around and | strug-
gled a bit with my camera on this one.
Still, we had a good dive never the less.

The second dive was on Chimney Rock
which as usual was full of colour and
Bluedevils and was much more camera-
friendly. I've taken a lot of photographs
of Bluedevils over the years but think |
topped them today with one | really
liked.
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Blairgowrie

10th May, 2015

Troy Kenward

The last pics taken before the demise of
my trusty old Panasonic DMC-FT4. After
yesterday’s dive, it still turns on/off, but
no other buttons function at all. Given the
relatively cheap nature of the unit, time to
move on.

There was as much
action top side as
down below with
Dolphins just inches
from the boats at the
Rotomahana, and
then a couple of
playful seals at
Chimney Rock who
hung around for 45
minutes or so. +¢

56 | FATHOMS June-July 2015




Last one is a mystery shark tooth found
under the pier. «

Flinders Pier

Sunday 10th May,
2015

lan Scholey

Today was a day for the desperate diver
only. Rain topside and vis at about 0.5m
greeted Peter Beaumont and | at Flin-

ders this morning.

Having made the effort to get there, it
would have been rude not to dive so
we went for it despite the conditions.
With the vis the way it was, it was a
case of seeing just what you bumped
into but I didn't do too badly. The high-
light was a large Maori Octopus. I'm
not sure which one of us was more
surprised by the encounter. <
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The Pinnacle
& George Ker-
mode

Saturday, 16th May,
2015

lan Scholey

With the massive swells last week, we
were worried about the visibility today.
As it happened, it wasn't too bad and
we found 8-10m vis at Phillip Island
for our dives on The Pinnacle and
George Kermode.

We had two boats out:

On Sea Eagle - myself and Brendan
Mifsud and on Toucans - Peter Beau-
mont and guest diver Michael Roelans.

The Pinnacle was at it's spectacular
best - in places you struggled to see the
reef through the schools of Barber
Perch. | also found a Banded Morwong
which | hadn't seen outside of Tassie
before. <+




Blairgowrie
Night Dive

Friday 22nd May,
2015

lan Scholey

It's getting colder at 14 degrees and
more and more people are switching to
dry suits. That said, the diving is still
spectacular and last night was a good
one at Blairgowrie.

There were three divers - myself, Bren-
dan Mifsud and David Politakis who
was sporting a drysuit that has been
stashed away somewhere for a while.
Welcome to warm diving David. Plen-
ty to see as usual with plenty of Octopi
about and a hungry short headed worm
eel munching on the fisherman’s bait.
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..and the latest
from Phil Watson

Brighton Sea Baths

Port Jackson Shark - Qu_eenscliff
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Déep Glen Bay,
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WE STILL NEED HELP WITH
SHORE DIVE CAPTAINS

From our Club President, lan Scholey

with photos from some recent shore dives

Hi All,

Since | have stepped into the Presi-
dent role with VSAG | have been
working with the rest of the commit-
tee on some objectives for 2015.

One of the targets we would like to
set ourselves is to increase the num-
ber of members who are actively
diving with the club. What has been
obvious to us for some time is that
we don't provide a shore diving op-
tion for our members.

| have seen my Friday night shore
dive grow steadily in popularity and
with some recent bad weather leading
to boat cancellations, we have started
to offer shore diving as an alternative
with great success. In fact, what we
have seen is that members who were
not booked on the boat dives have
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joined the shore dive when we have
advertised it. All of this tells me we
have demand for an alternative to a full
day boat dive programme.

What we are looking to do is to widen
our dive captain numbers with the ad-
dition of a group of club members who
would be prepared to take a turn to
organise and lead a shore dive as an
alternative to our boat dive. | know
that you are all keen shore divers and
was wondering whether any of you
would be prepared to play this role?

We would see this as a trial with each
person initially agreeing to organise

one weekend. We would then review,
based on demand and the feedback of



those leading the dive. If it works and
we can identify a group who are pre-
pared to play this role going forward
then we will add the shore dive to our
calendar.

We would consider the role as light
touch compared to the main boat dive
captain role.

For shore diving the dive captain
role would consist of:

1. Sending out an email invite to mem-
bers.

2. Choosing a dive site, meet time,
meet place and dive day based on
weather conditions and diver availabil-
ity.

3. Confirming the dive is going ahead
to those who have expressed interest
the day before.

4. On the dive day, making a final
check of the dive site conditions and
advising divers if the site is consid-
ered unsafe.

5. Making sure people are buddied up.
6. Confirming who has dived for point
scoring.

If you are interested in playing this role
then please let me know, together with
any weekends you are prepared to play
the role. If we have enough takers |
will pull a draft schedule together. If
this isn't for you I understand, so no
pressure to accept. Either way your
feedback on the idea would be most
welcome. «»
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VSAG Dive and Meeting Calendar

By Graham Ellis, Dive Calendar Co-ordinator, VSAG
Activity Details
Dive Coordinator (DC) nominated below.
Dive site determined by DC and advised by email based on forecast conditions.
Boat Captains for the dive will be confirmed by email prior to the weekend.
Dive day can swap between Sat and Sun depending on conditions!
Dive Coordinator is responsible for organising a dive report after their weekend.
Dive sites adjusted on the day to suit divers and conditions.
Book in for a dive day ASAP after receiving notification via email. Please provide the Dive Captain with
your full name, mobile phone number and email address.
You are required to call the Dive Captain between 6.00 p.m. & 7.00 p.m. the evening prior to the
dive day to confirm that you will still be coming on the dive.

Queen's Birthday Weekend - Boarfish Lodge

Jun /718 15c john Lawler 0414 922 916

Jun 13/14 |DC Graham Ellis 0403 070 920

Jun 16 General Meeting, Bells Hotel, 8.00 pm
Jun 20/21 |DC Graham Ellis 0403 070 920

Jun 27/28 |DC lan Scholey 0439 310 646

Jul 4/5 DC Peter Beaumont 0403 410 725

Jul 11/12 DC Graham Ellis 0403 070 920

Jul 18/19 DC Peter Galvin 0417 061 564

Jul 21 General Meeting, Bells Hotel, 8.00 pm
Jul 25/26 DC John Lawler 0414 922 916

Aug 1/2 DC Graham Ellis 0403 070 920

Aug 8/9 DC lan Scholey 0439 310 646

Aug 15/16 DC Michael Ngai 0414 894 684

Aug 18 General Meeting, Bells Hotel, 8.00 pm
Aug 22/23 DC David Geekie 0419 300 686

Aug 29/30 DC Ross Walker 0417 376 192

Sept 5/6 DC Peter Beaumont 0403 410 725
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Tidal Streams at the Heads — June 2015

RED italic times are slack water with EBB about to start (Flood Slack)

which are the best diving conditions near the Heads. BLUE are Ebb Slack.

June
MON 1 TUE 2 WED 3 THU 4 FRI 5 SATG6 SUN 7
0:13 1:05 1:58 2:48 3:36 4:22 0:06
7:37 8:27 9:13 9:56 10:38 11:20 5:09
14:25 15:20 16:06 16:47 17:26 18:04 12:02
20:02 21:07 21:59 22:44 23:25 18:41
MON 8 TUE9 | WED 10 | THU 11 FRI 12 SAT 13 | SUN 14
0:47 1:31 2:17 3:07 4:02 5:01 6:04
5E617 6:49 7:45 8:47 9:57 11:15 12:36
12:44 13:26 14:09 14:54 15:44 16:44 17:58
19:18 19:55 20:32 21:11 21:53 22:43 23:40
MON 15 | TUE16 | WED 17 | THU 18 FRI 19 SAT 20 | SUN 21
7:08 0:42 1:44 2:45 3:41 4:32 0:12
13:53 8:09 9:05 9:56 10:42 11:25 5:20
19:23 14:59 15:55 16:44 17:27 18:05 12:04
20:42 21:47 22:41 23:29 18:40
MON 22 | TUE23 | WED 24 | THU 25 FRI 26 SAT 27 | SUN 28
0:53 1:31 2:09 2:47 3:27 4:11 4:59
6:05 6:49 7:33 8:20 9:12 10:11 11:19
12:39 ki 13:45 14:18 14:53 15:32 16:20
19:12 19:41 20:10 20:39 21:09 21:44 22:23
June July
MON29 | TUE3O0 | WED 1 THU 2 FRI 3 SAT 4 SUN 5
5:51 6:46 0:05 1:05 2:06 3:05 4:02
12:32 13:44 7:42 8:35 9:26 10:15 11:02
17:24 18:50 14:46 15:38 16:23 17:03 17:42
23:10 20:15 21:20 22:13 23:00 23:46
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Tidal Streams at the Heads — July 2015

RED italic times are slack water with EBB about to start (Flood Slack)

which are the best diving conditions near the Heads. BLUE are Ebb Slack.

June July
MON29 | TUE30 | WED 1 THU 2 FRI 3 SAT 4 SUN 5
5:51 6:46 0:05 1:05 2:06 3:05 4:02
12:32 13:44 7:42 8:35 9:26 10:15 11:02
17:24 18:50 14:46 15:38 16:23 17:03 17:42
23:10 20:15 21:20 22:13 23:00 23:46
MONG6 | TUE7 | WED8 | THUO9 FRI 10 SAT 11 | SUN 12
4:57 0:31 1:19 2:07 2:57 3:49 4:44
11:48 5:53 6:49 7:48 8:50 9:57 11:09
18:19 12:32 13:15 13:58 14:42 15:29 16:23
18:55 19:31 20:07 20:45 21:27 22:14
MON 13 | TUE 14 | WED 15| THU 16 FRI 17 SAT 18 | SUN 19
5:43 6:44 0:13 1:20 2:25 3:24 4:17
12:23 13:35 7:45 8:43 9:36 10:23 11:05
17:30 18:53 14:41 15:37 16:25 17:05 17:40
23:10 20:17 21:27 22:23 23:10 23:51
MON 20 | TUE21 | WED 22 | THU 23 FRI 24 SAT 25 SUN 26
5:04 0:28 1:03 1:37 2:13 2:49 3:28
11:42 5:48 6:29 7:11 7:54 8:42 9:34
18:11 12:16 12:48 13:19 13:50 14:23 14:57
18:39 19:05 19:31 19:58 20:27 20:58
July August
MON 27 | TUE28 | WED 29 | THU 30 FRI 31 SAT1 SUN 2
4:11 5:00 5:56 6:58 0:25 1:38 2:48
10:34 11:42 12:56 14:05 8:01 9:01 9:56
15:37 16:29 17:42 19:15 15:04 15:52 16:34
21:35 22:19 23:16 20:38 21:41 22:34
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Tidal Streams at the Heads — August 2015

RED italic times are slack water with EBB about to start (Flood Slack)

which are the best diving conditions near the Heads. BLUE are Ebb Slack.

August

MON3 | TUE4 | WEDS5 | THU®G FRI 7 SAT 8 SUN 9
3:52 4:53 0:13 1:01 1:50 2:39 3:29
10:47 11:35 5:51 6:48 7:46 8:45 9:46
17:12 17:49 12:20 13:04 13:46 14:29 15:13
23:24 18:26 19:03 19:41 20:21 21:03

MON 10 | TUE11 |WED 12| THU 13 FRI 14 SAT 15 SUN 16
4:20 5:16 6:16 7:20 1:05 2:14 3:15
10:50 11:58 13:09 14:15 8:22 9:17 10:05
16:04 17:05 18:26 19:55 15:12 15:58 16:36
21:52 22:48 23:54 21:07 22:02 22:46

MON 17 | TUE18 | WED 19| THU 20 FRI 21 SAT 22 SUN 23
4:07 4:52 5:33 0:30 1:02 1:35 2:10
10:47 11:23 11:56 6:12 6:50 7:30 8:13
17:08 17:35 18:01 12:27 12:57 13:27 13:58
23:23 23:57 18:26 18:52 19:20 19:48

MON 24 | TUE25 | WED 26 | THU 27 FRI 28 SAT 29 SUN 30
2:47 3:27 4:13 5:09 6:16 0:03 1:26
9:00 9:53 10:55 12:05 13:16 7:29 8:38
14:31 15:07 15:53 16:59 18:31 14:19 15:11
20:20 20:56 21:42 22:44 20:02 21:11

August [September

MON31| TUE1l | WED2 | THU3 FRI 4 SAT5 SUN 6
2:42 3:51 4:52 5:48 0:39 1:26 2:13
9:39 10:33 11:21 12:07 6:43 7:36 8:30
15:56 16:37 17:16 17:55 12:51 13:33 14:15
22:09 23:01 23:51 18:34 19:15 19:57
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g v v v
Emergency Contact Information
Mornington Peninsula Area

Police — Ambulance - Fire 000
Water Police no longer use the 1800 088 200 number
The new 24/7 No is : 03 9399 7500

27 MHz AM Emergency Channel 88 (club channel 96)
*Coast Guard is not always manned & operates mainly during daylight hrs ﬁf

A« A
b e
o o
o o
o o
4 4
o «
45—( Diving Emergency Service 1800 088 200 45—(
45—( Rosebud Hospital 45—(
. 1527 Nepean Hwy, Rosebud 03 5986 0666 p
ﬁf Frankston Hospital ﬁf
45( Hastings Road, Frankston 039784 7777 45(
éi\f The Bays Hospital /5_(
A Main Street, Mornington 03 5975 2009 A
ﬁ Southern Peninsula Rescue (Sorrento) 0417 038 944 (new number) ﬁ
o o
ﬁ Mornington Bay Rescue Service 0419 233 999 ﬁ
ﬁ *Coast Guard (Queenscliff) 03 5258 2222 ﬁ
ﬁ *Coast Guard (Hastings) 03 5979 3322 ﬁ
. *Coast Guard (Safety Beach) 03 5981 4443 .
@ State Emergency Service (Vic) 132 500 (new number) @
ﬁ Diving Doctors: ﬁ
ﬁ Dr Pamela Dagley (Eltham) 03 9439 2222 (VSAG member) ﬁ
s, Dr Vanessa Haller (Carrum Downs) 03 9782 6666 A
ﬁ Dr Adrian Murrie (Sorrento) 03 5984 4322 ﬁ
ﬁ Dr Guy Williams (Rosebud) 03 5981 1555 ﬁ
b e
ﬁ VHF Emergency Channel 16 (club channel 73) ﬁ
% «
o

g O A
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Hannah Smeeton with a few(!)
post-dive chocolates at The Scuba

Doctor .
Q

Jellyfish, Mordialloc - David Reinhard
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Blue Devil Fish, Chimney‘RackH?eter Beaumont

h, Shiprock.-Marine Reserve - Peter Beaumont
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7

ELEVEN40 GALLERY
Exhibition dates | 2nd june — 7th July 2015 | | 140 Malvern Road MalvernVIC 3|44

GALLERY

liamlynchphotography.com.au
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* Underwater shipwreck
* Shipwreck above water

* Other maritime heritage
(not shipwreck)

» Macro involving maritime
heritage

= Wildlife and
maritime heritage

* The Pat Baker Award
(open to AIMA members only)

Lo
5 August 2015

Full terms an ivarable af
Wiww.aima-undan u

Prizes include
4 NIGHT DIVE CORAL SEA
WITH MIKE BALL,
ACCOMMODATION AND

DIVE WITH YONGALA DIVE
%\ CENTRE, AND MORE ...

mﬂnﬂ gﬂ, ‘,, (@ Canvas Printers o Wﬁf _ﬁ:.._. 5 E

-:u.fnuﬂm- — s Y L
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